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the direction from which they had come    They faced about and made a dashing charge through the beaters into the jungle The whole scene did nob occupy many seconds, but such excitement and commotion we had never witnessed
Next day Mr. Cleveland and I took our departure for Bilaspur, leaving the Maharajah to his elephants and the Deputy Commissioner to continue his tour among the Wards' Estates We had sent on our elephants twenty miles the day before, and came that distance on two kindly lent us by the Maharajah. We determined to push across country m a practically straight line, instead of going from village to village We had one or two Gond guides, who knew the hills well We passed through dense jungle foi about forty miles, and descended on the plain over the Laffa Ghat by a path that only one European was known to have traversed before We spent the night in a police outpost, and leached Bilaspur next forenoon I had sent off a letter to announce my coming the day before I started It arrived three days after us It had been delightful, though almost uncanny, to be so far from post-bags and telegrams and official life We had compressed into about half of the Christmas public holiday s enough of excitement to last for months We had passed over miles of wild mountains and forest, and had taken part in scenes such as we could hardly hope to witness again We carried with us the most pleasant recollections of the Maharajah and the home of the elephants Of these he managed, before the operations were concluded, to capture, if my memory serves me right, no fewer than forty-two This brought some money into the coffers of the Matin Zammdar, and relieved his people from a terrible visitation
The Maharajah of Sirguja, who is still alive, was then quite a young man His State was one of the five Hindi Feudatory States handed over from Bengal to the Central Provinces in 1904 I have seen him several times of later years, and he continues to be quite happy in his relations with Government. He is most hospitable and friendly, and it is^a pleasure to visit him, for he has a delightful family. His only defect is that he is too easily